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Por eRe On 
MUST BOOKS 
March 29 ,)-~ 
Bromfield, Louis WHAT BECAME OF ANNA BOLTON | Harper 


This is a Bromfield in the class with Until the Day Break, definitely not 
top drawer. There's a bit of diluted Mrs. Parkington in the blend, as poor girl makes 
good — but Annie Scanlon from the wrong side of the tracks had no motive other than 
greed and revenge, while Mrs. Parkington built steadily towards an ideal. Lewisburg 
had wrecked Annie's youth; Lewisburg must be shown. So when Annie's one love dies, 
she buries her youth with him, and eventually gains her end - money and more money ~- 
by marrying a rich old man, who leaves her afortune which she spends lavishly in the 
capitals of Europe, seeing and being seen, known as Anna Bolton. A gentlewoman who 
needs a job is her mentor and guide. They are in Paris when invasion catches them; 
they attempt flight, but the strafing of the road south strips Anna of the trappings 
of the unreal world in which she lives, and brings her back again to the Annie she hia 
been. She sets up a canteen over the border of unoccupied France; she uses her con- 
tacts with the collaborators to get what she needs; she succors a baby left mother: <<::, 
and in her heart identifies his father with her own lost love; and finally - when Fe-r! 

© Harbor comes, she agrees to let him take her and the baby through the Underground +o 
safety - and a chance to use the power her money gives her to help the cause, Eminent- 
ly readable, of course ~ Bromfield is always that ~ but not really good Bromfield. 
(Cosmopolitan) $2.50 ,~- 


April 20 
Maugham, W. Somerset 3 THE RAZOR'S EDGE Doubleday, Doran 
™ One of the most challenging books Somerset Maugham has given us. Those 


who look to him for a colorful, romantic story will find this slow-paced at the start; 
but in the final analysis even they will find that he has told a good story ~ more than 
one, in fact, and that he has given them something else as well. For in Larry Darnell 
he has drawn a character symbolic of many we shall meet in the years ahead - a youth 
who has lost touch with the things that had mattered before the war (this time the 
first World War) and who is seeking knowledge and faith. Larry was engaged to a girl 
he had always known, Isabel Bradley; but Larry's umworldliness and reluctance to con- 
form result in a broken engagement, and she marries as Maugham tells her ten years la- 
ter “for a square diamond and a mink coat". And Larry goes on with his search, through 
study, through travel, finally to find at least a glimmer of light in two years spent 
in the ashrama of an Indian philosopher. Isabel's story - Larry's story — and the 
story of the tragic worlding, Elliott Templeton, Isabel's bachelor uncle, are threads 
that meet and part and meet again in a pattern skillfully woven by Maugham, who is 
father confessor to each one in turn, The book has some of Maugham's best writing, 
some of his finest characterization....This appeared in Red Book last Spring; it is 
the May selection of the Literary Guild. There are to be 750 limited signed copies at 
@ $6.00 each, Trade Edition %2-75 


Things are looking up, This time there are several better than average novels, by new 
comers and by established writers: Clare Jaynes, THESE ARE THE TIMES (Random House); 
Theodore Pratt THUNDER MOUNTAIN (D.S.& P.); Samuel Hopkins Adams' CANAL TOWN (Random 
Rouse); Christine Govan's JENNIFER'S HOUSE Houghton). See below for reports. 
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A DARK HORSE 





Aprit-to- S//¢ 
Gardner, Mac MOM COUNTED SIX Harper ‘ 
: This is good, -— a first novel which is candid, compassionate, occasionally 4 


original, ultimately moving. It is at the start the story of the Hollys in a small 
community in the Pacific Northwest, where they had been mill owners but had now come 
down to smaller substance. They functioned as a corporate family unit, retaining their 
own code of independent, democratic thinking. There was Mom, with her generosity and 
wisdom; there was Pop who expected only the best of his five children (Mom always 
counted in a sixth, which was a "miss"); there was Sorry, the girl who died; Marge, who 
married a radical and lost her baby; there was Dep, studying to be a doctor and falling 
in love with a patronizing debutante; and - more and more, as the story develops - 
there was Brooke, who wanted to become an artist, and who fell in love, out of her 
class, with Kip, a boxer, wised up by hardship. The story concentrates into Brooke's 
first love affair, the family opposition, the furtive meetings which lent a shadow 
Brooke did not want, the hesitations, humiliations and eventual heartbreak as Brooke 
goes off to college (not knowing whether or not she is pregnant), and Kip joins the 
Marines to get a fresh start. There's an honesty here, a young intensity, which is 
very moving; it is skillfully handled, a nice job, BUT it will take word of mouth pub- 
licity, personal enthusiasm - and on the part of Public Libraries, close supervision ee 


Dre Oe Meee 


in distribution . A Harper Find. $2.50 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
March 22 
Wellman, Paul THE BOWL OF BRASS Lippincott q 


Paul Wellman knows his Kansas and gives the reader the feel of the plains, 
of the sky "the bowl of brass", of the loneliness outside the tiny communities, and 
the bitter core within the communities themselves. This has the quality of eatc*i:s 
the feel of the opening West that took Jubal Troop out of the class of straight West— 
erns; it has no specific characters or incidents associated with history, and yet 
there is a note of authority in his background of political shenanigans as the tiny 
town of Jericho through its "boss" makes a bid for county seat, for state official 
recognition, for railroad right of way. The story centers on an odd triangle situa— 
tion, ~- there's a lovely girl married to an old man, a skinflint who grinds every 
ounce possible out of his hired man - and eventually loses all in the process. A mov— 
ing story with a somewhat sensational finale, but a good picture of the opening west 
round about 1880, By the author of Jubal Troop and Angel with Spurs. Better, perhaps, 
for a male audience than for women. Wak, $2.75 


Hoagland, Kathleen FIDDLER IN THE SKY | | Harper 




















An Irish story of the years 1916-1920 and a portrait of a disappearing way 
of life and the beginnings of a new and different way. West Ireland the setting - the 
Brendan family the focus, as they and their village experience the early uprisings of 
the Sinn Fein, the Royal Irish Constabulary and the mounting tension of internal dis- 
sension. Brendan, a secret drinker, is the paragon of the district, with his siccess- 
ful hotel, his intricate financial dealings. Beth, his wife, is distrusted for her 
English associaticns; his father-in-law, John Emmet, an ackncowledgei tippien, is top 
old man of Tirawley. Fegeen, 13 when the story opens, senses ner father's insecurity, 
and her mother's fear, as he drinks increasingly and denies it. Overreaching himself 
in business, Brendan finds his debts keeping pace with his drinking, and the secret 
is out. The widening circle of fear and unbalance break up the home and business, 
and Brendan's brothers and sisters intensify Beth's unhappiness with their greed. She _ 
attempts to escape it by taking the children to America + and eventually gets away. 
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Ireland's own troubles are symbolized in Pegeen's growing up in the midst of family 


and political unrest. An evocative story, with many holding moments and characters. 
$25 75 a 
March ?? a: Se 


Crichton, Kyle THE PROUD PEOPLE Scribner 


This is almost a very good novel. In spite of its not quite reaching the 
stars, it is immensely good reading. I liked the sprawling pattern of family life, a 
sort of Matriarch feel to it - in the portrait of the Esquivel clan. Lolita and Lor- 
enzo, children of Eloisa, are the central figures, and around them rages the storm of 
family quarrels, of local discrimination against "foreigners" (the Esquivels are Span- 
ish descent, but have been Americans for generations). They fight back, - Lozo by es- 
caping into a compensatory affair with a Mexican girl; Lolita by turning for understand- 
ing to an Easterner who loves her, and finding out almost too late that it is really a 
childhood friend she loves. But the real quality of the story lies in the second string 
characters, particularly Uncle Bustamente, charmer, waster, who loses their money for 
them and dmperils their position and their pride by getting involved with a girl he 

has “betrayed” and a lawsuit. Aunt Ceferina is the Matriarch of the-clan, although she 
returns late in life to take up the reins. At the close, Lozo denies his Americanism by 
trying to run away from the draft, but a long lost uncle turns up to prove that the 
battle must be fought on the home base. A melodramatic ending -to a good yarn. $2.75 


April 1 
Baum, Vicki | HOTEL BERLIN '43 Doubleday, Doran 


Serialized in Colliers, April choice of the Literary Guild, and sold as 
a picture to Warner Brothers, this is more or less tailored to order as an easy sell-— 
er, and a top renter. Once again the old crisscross for the Grand Hotel of 1943, mon- 
opolized by the well fed and well dressed of Hitler's crude elite. There is von Dahkn- 
witz, Prussian General, who had planned a coup against the losing Nazis and was fourd 
out and politely asked to suicide; Otto, a flier, on three day leave; Tilli, shopwWoin 
barfly, who has forgotten her Jewish lover and sells out for a pair of shoes; Geoffvey 
Nichols, prisoner of war who preserves his life at the expense of his country; and nest 


important of all, .Dahnwitz' young mistress, Lisa Dorn, ignorant and innocent but much 


courted young actress. She meets Martin Richter, fugitive from the Gestapo, conceals 
him, and through him realizes the brutalities of the regime, and — following an air 
blitz - escapes with him via Underground. It will be interesting to see whether a 
book backgrounded in Germany, and handling characters with various degrees of realism 
and sympathy will capture the old Grand Hotel market, or whether it will be tagged 


as another beltline bauble. $2.50 
April 5 


Mally, E. Louise THE MOCKING BIRD IS SINGING Holt 


From the old South of New Orleans - to the new South of Jackson, Texas, 
during and after the Civil War, in a first novel of understanding, marital conflict, 
emotional strain, of cross-séctioned frontier town growth, of political, economic and 
intellectual trends, which provides mature reading, well-paced historical fiction. 
There are three stories, paralleled, then interwoven. The McClouds and the Dancourts 
live through the siege of New Orleans and its capture, as Keith and Charles extricate 
all they can by running the blockade for the Confederates, while Therese and her fam- 
tly rejoice in the Union victory. The families - after the war - move to Texas and be~- 
come leading citizens. Therese is unhappy in her marriage to the Scots merchant, Keit’ 
McCloud, and in her hopeless love for her cousin, Charles Dancourt, Keith's partner, 
she tries to compensate in accepting the devotion of a distant cousin, Jed, in her son's 
development, in the intellectual stimulus of a German saloon-keeper. Then comes the 
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collapse with railroad strikes and bank failures in '73, and Keith commits suicide ra- 
ther than face the disgrece. Therese is free + free of the place she hates, but know~ 
ing that Charles must stay, that Michel Dancourt and his wife will prosper, that her 


son will return. $2.75 








April 10 
Walker, Dorothy Pierce DR. WHITNEY'S SECRETARY Macrae Smith 


Professional problems and crises de coeur, better handled than some, in a 
dontor's story. Joy, Dr. Whitney's secretary, persuades him to take up practice in 
her Massachusetts home town where he is needed, but where he meets the hostility of 
her fiance, Vic, and of the weary, overworked and negligent local medico. Clive loses 
a case, because of faulty hospital equipment, but assumes the blame rather than ex- 
posing the hospital. It is Joy that fights the battle for him, clears him, and real- 


izes that she loves him and not Vic. Rentals chiefly. $2.00 
Hunt, Howard LIMIT OF DARKNESS Dia Random House 
. A twenty-four hour span in the routine of Torpedo 11, based at Henderson 


Field, the chief value of which lies in Hunt's uncanny perceptiveness of relaying mood, 
psychology, pace as well as incident between the rising sun of one day and the next. 

One gets sharply etched profiles of Larry McRae, the leader, Ben Lambert, next in com- 
mand, and the men down the line to Babe, ensign and fresh out and scared. One gets 
flashbacks of their homes, of the women they loved, through mail, coming and going, 

and through stream of consciousness handling of their thoughts as they wait for the | 
time of takeoff on a "strike", as they fan out beyond the strip to Kahili, Pupukuna, | 
Lamuai, Erventa, etc. Not as powerful a book as Fast Of Farewell (to my mind one of 

the finest and most neglected books which the war has produced). There the destroyer 

is the focus of the tale - its complement of men are seen in relation to the ship; 

here the focus is on the men rather than the unit, a less original project, but one 





which again gives Hunt scope for a very distinguished talent. $2.50 
Aprii-te 1), or4 \0 
Myers, Elizabeth A WELL FULL OF LEAVES Morrow 


From the sordid to the ecstatic, this novel of London childhood and matur-— 
ity begins with sharp realism and ends on a plane of transcendent spirituality. Laura 
Valiey tells the story of her own family, - of a father who played the horses and lost, 
and who buckled under a nagging wife and watched her drive and embitter the four chil- 
dren; an elder sister who escaped into the home of an artist, another sister sacrificed 
to a clerk's job at fourteen, Steve, the youngest, for whom Laura is determined to se- | 
cure a university education. Laura alone has an inner world which sustains her. Steve 
cannot stand the gaff, and goes on the stage-to become a brilliant success —- and a de- 
generate and amoralist in private life. Later, Laura goes to live with him, and when 
he finds that she is in love with a married playwright who -shares her mystical temper- 
ament, Steve commits murder to give her the man she loves. Emotional, extreme, with 
rhapsodic romanticism at the close which is hard to take, this seems to us rather Lime 


ited in potential market. $2450 
apriata s~- |e 


Gaither, Frances THE RED COCK CROWS Macmillan 


An interesting pre-Civil War canvas which emerges as a substantial pic- 
ture with Southern types and minor characters clearly etched, though central figures 
seem merely protagonists to the plot. The story of an abortive slave uprising in 
Mississippi, about 1835, is grounded tn fact. Adan Fiske, New Englander, establishes 
a school on the Dalton home plantation, Sandy. we loses his heart to Fannie, daughter 
of the house, who had always expected to marry her neighbor, Trooper. /Fiske sees the 
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kindliness of the Dalton treatment of their slaves, but cannot help but interpret it as 
@ system enslaving both owner and owned. Scofield, driver for Sandy, is the preacher 
for his people, and believing himself to be moved by the Spirit, plans an insurrection, 
which is discovered. Trooper organizes a Committee of Safety, and tries in vain to 
break down the black wall of secrecy. There are trials which are a travesty; so-called 
justice ends in lynchings; and even Fiske comes under suspicion and is saved only when 
Scofield denies his involvement. He is ordered out of the county and Fannie becomes an 
exile by running away to join him. A convincing picture of the wildfire of freedom for 


@ people, fanned by a fanatic, and creating hysteria, murderous and insane. $2.50 
April 19 J 
Sparks, Dorothy NOTHING AS BEFORE Harper 


A murder, the subsequent trial, verdict and punishment, form the prelude 
for a picture of six months' disintegration in a small mid-western town. The killing 
of Stoneman, Danfield's leading citizen, is speedily avenged, but the evidence brought 
out at the trial bring a harvest of distrust, fear, hate, a mounting friction within 
families, school, church and civic affairs. The town's spirit collapses under the in- 
ternal cleavages, and the final blow as the new factory is located in a neighboring 
community instead of in Danfield almost overshadows Pearl Harbor, which —- however ~ 
eventually snaps the town back to normal. During this period John Matthews, escaping 
the onus of a Dies' investigation, had found solace in fighting isolationism in the 
local newspaper, but recognized that small communities and large are alike in needing 
mutual trust to withstand attacks against their security. Eventually he is able to 
face his own problems, the contribution he can make in the war, and his love for Helen, 
A good town portrait, though at times it grows over-repetitious. And good contemporar 


Americana. $2<75 
2.50V 
Albrand, Martha ENDURE NO LONGER } Little, Brown 


Inevitably this will be labelled autobiographical. It certainly reads that 
way. Frederica had always been different, almost always rebellious, from the time when 
the household escaped the threat of Russian invasion in East Prussia during the last 
was, to her own final escape from Nazi Germany in 1933. Autobiography or not, this is 
aostory that is probably typical of the life of a high born Gesman girl in those years, 
of sintcation for the drawing room alone, countered briefly in this case by an indo it~ 
avs grandfather who was not ashamed of his plebeian past, and by an even more bri.fly 
known liberal teacher. An interesting picture of the seeds of the future ~ the shesp 
class line, the military caste, the humble people, the scorned Jews, the almost equal— 
ly scorned (this was North Germany) Catholics. It took bankruptcy and the threat of 
marrlage at a price to push Frederica out of her nest once and for all. Then follows 
the section of the book. that fails to ring true:- the period in which an innocent, un- 
teniasd girl, to whom snobbery was innate though unconscious, tries to male her way 
in nostiie Berlin. There are her contacts, with a glorified whore, with factory vork- 
evs, with a Jewish manufacturer whom she had met when she was a child and her home was 
turned into a military hospital. She sleeps with him — then turns from him in horror 
of what has happened ~ and eventually goes back to him, recognizing that he had helped 
her grow up. The final section, during which she has been secretly married, deals with 
tre crowing shadow of Nazism, the return of her family, dependent upon her success, the 
nu; ier of her husband, and her escape from a Germany she can no longer accept. Brisk and 
efizctive handling, with emotional tones muted but suggested, for this inevitable de— 
noveuent....A different sort of book from this German novelist, now living in the Untted 


Ssates, and already known to an American public for novels of Europe's aldeah aoig 
2.50 
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April 20 
Jaynes, Clare THESE ARE THE TIMES Random House 
* Repeat performance in plausible practised women's fiction, with perhaps 


less undertow than Instruct My Sorrows, but with the surely popular medical backdrop 
to a maturely considered handling of marital problems. It is the story of John Ken- 
yon, orthepedic surgeon who has refused to involve himself in social or hospital pol- 
itics in (presumably) Chicago. He turns down a fine offer from Johns Hopkins to en- 
list in the service, and then becomes sharply aware of the deceptions, the ruthless 
possessiveness of his wife, Judith. Judith tries first with solicitous words, then . 
with a deliberate pregnancy, to thwart his enlistment. John turns to Felicia, who is 
undemanding in their relationship, but gives her up when Judith loses the baby. The 
death of his young assistant, for which Judith is indirectly responsible, relieves him 
of his sense of obligation to her, and frees him for Felicia - and the war. Contem- 
vorary, convincing, and cushioned in all kinds of medical incident - a hard-to-beat 


combination for feminine tastes. Popular fiction sale and rentals. $2.50 
Appia 9/14 
Covert, Alice Lent THE ETERNAL MOUNTAIN Doubleday, Doran 


Lightly serious doings of a young blade and the three women in his life:- 
North Bittrup meets Dewey Jether in jail, where both are serving a term of drunkenness, 
and through Jether, North meets Cam, his outspoken daughter, and is inspired to make a 
stab at war work, even though he has been turned down at enlistment centers. He be- 
comes a mechanics' helper at a munitions plant; he makes good on the job; but he is 
crippled by woman trouble. There's Hester, the girl everyone expected him to marry; 
and Flo who takes his advances more seriously than he intends thems; and Cam, whom he 
really cares for. It takes a drunken accident and realization that he is in better 
physical shape and might pass the medical exams for the draft to bring him face to face 


with himself. He breaks off with Flo and Hester, and proposes to Cam. Ready rentals. 
$2.00 


Pratt, Theodore THUNDER MOUNTAIN ‘+/2 | Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


A wholly different sort of book, this, from Pratt's previous ventures in 
the realm of whimsy. It is the story of a lusty, overbearing but beloved figure, Alex- 
ancer Arrington, who decides to play Noah to his family by rescuing them from the rav- 
ages of a disintegrating world. He buys a mountain in the Colorado Rockies; he stocks 
and equips it completely; and he invites his five children with their families there 
for a reunion. When the reunion threatens to disrupt in his face, he cuts off the only 
retreat, by destroying the bridge. Mark, the most glamorous of his sons, is attracted 
to his younger brother's nymphomanic wife, and causes her suicide; Lynne, a daughter, 
frigid, masculine, learns to love Pope, the doctor, and redeems herself; Julia, daught— 
er-in-law, has her baby there and brings new spirit to Alexander; Audrey, who had loved 
Mark, transfers her affections to Basil, the shy scientist, who barely escapes death 
trying to get off the mountain. And finally Alexander dies in an attempt to prove the 
validity of his mountain sanctuary, while the others are rescued by helicopter. Human | 
conflicts, emphasized by their predicament, novelized in readable, popular manner. if 
There is an undercurrent of symbolism not too strongly stressed. $2.50 


April 24 
Adams, Samuel Hopkins CANAL TOWN Random House 


This is Samuel Adams’ most important book since Gergeous Hussy. It is a 
good yarn, and makes a real contribution to certain phases of our country's growth :— 
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specifically, the period and regional background for the building of the Erie Canal, 
and the uphill struggle of medical science against superstition. But the story cul- 
minates in an oddity of medical history, a case of lithopedion (foetus turned to 
stone within the body of the mother) and a churchyard autopsy that will be horrifying 
and unpalatable to many readers....Horace Amlie, budding medico, settles on Palmyra, New 
York, for his field of practice. He has hard sledding against the established prac-— 
tice of the older doctor, a man who accepts at face value everyone of the fetishes of 
the outmoded medical science of his school days. Amlie makes himself still further 
unpopular by protesting against the sanitary conditions in the town, which he claims 
are responsible for the plagues that sweep the camps of workers on the new canal pro- 
ject. This hits the high mogul of the town in his vulnerable spot, his purse, and he 
fights Amlie. The people of the bottom lands, the country folk, the poor citizens 
Support him — and Dinty and her chum Wealthy organize a campaign to help him. Even- 
tually, Dinty grows up enough to marry him, despite opposition; while Wealthy falls 
more deeply in love with a riverboat captain, by whom she becomes pregnant. Her fa- 
ther, Mr. Latham, already disliking Amlie's reforming spirit, forbids him the house, 
and deliberately sets out to ruin him. And it is to meet this situation and justify 
himself and his profession that Amlie, fortified by his preceptor from Rochester, 
raids the churchyard, and secures his evidence. One could wish - as one reader said- 
that Mr. Adams had left this stone unturned. Otherwise first rate reading. $2.75 


April 24 
Frederick, John T. Ed. OUT OF THE MIDWEST: A Present-Day Anthology Whittlesey House 


From Ohio to Minnesota and the Dakotas, from Michigan to Missouri and Kan-— 
sas, the literary production expresses the people of our Midwest, the life of the re- 
gion, its virtues and its vices. Divided sectionally, short stories, poetry, excerpts 
from novels and autobiographies, epigrams, all chosen to portray the "rich and earnest 
and varied life". With the emphasis on the working people, whether urban or agricul- 
tural, on the miscellany of foreign elements, this makes representative and substantial 
reading. One could wish that the editor had balanced his selections with a little more 
narrative value, a little less descriptive value, for the result is less keyed to pop- 
ular interest, less readable than Perry's anthology of the Southwest (Roundup Time), 
partly because it reflects the sturdy, sober virtues of the region rather than its 
drama. Included among the representative writers are Stephen Benet, Farrell, Halper, 
Zara, Havighurst, Tarkington, Sherwood Anderson, Willa Cather, Della Lutes, Stegner, 
Hemingway, William Allen White, MacKinlay Kantor, Vachel Lindsay, Ruth Suckow, Carl V 
Van Doren, Phil Stong and others. The anthologist conducts what is probably the most 


popular literary radio program of the Midwest. Of Books and People. $3.50 
sprite mor |i 
Lozano, Argentina Diaz ENRIQUETA AND I Farrar & Rinehart 


Another Latin-American prize winner, and more personal in tone than any of 
the previous titles. This is a story of a mother-daughter emotional and physical al- 
liance that has some fresh feeling. In Honduras in 1915 to 1925, Enriqueta was forced 
to support herself and her daughter by her teaching, working where she was able, in 
saall towns, in the capital, on the coast, in the interior. Maria Elena in 1915 was 
a small child; in those years she grew to independence, and found herself with moments 
or wanting a home and security, while to her mother all that mattered was that they 
weve together. It was, however, Maria Elena who broke up her mother's engagement to 
Alvaro; it was she who decided to take a business course; it was she who, when the 
_time came, went to Alvaro and make it up with him so that the long-deferred marriage 
could go through. As mother and daughter follow teaching post after teaching post, the 
reader gets the feel of the poverty, the resignation, the simplicity and hospitality 
of the Hondurans, the insecurity and continual adaptation of the mother and daughter, 
the effect on the country of successive revolutions. An interesting addition to 4 
list that is distinctive, even though rarely popular or easy to sell. Perhaps the . gap 
in reading tastes between the Americas is stili too wide for easy bridging. $2.50 

















Fiction ~ 84 - 


Aprtrt *? iia % 
( 
Carr, Robert Spencer THE BELLS OF SAINT IVAN‘'S 


A crisp style, suspense by implication, for an isolated and consentrated 
incident of Russia at war which contains popular elements of adventure and romance, and 
has touches authentically derived. Harry, who had formerly lived in Russia, stops off 
at a small port on the Baltio on a prisoner exchange mission for the Red Cross. He is 
suspicious of Halima, the Tatar girl from Baku who has been following him; he is him- 
self suspected by the local Mayor and by the NKVD. Ultimately, however, Halima proves 
worthy of his trust and his love, .and he sees the regeneration of faith among the people 
as the bells of St. Ivan's, rung as warning against enemy aggression, restore the sta- 
ture of the church and the priest who dies to keep them ringing, and thus saves the 
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Appleton-Century 


town....eA story in a minor scale, neatly done. 1qus $2.00 
Govan, Christine Noble JENNIFER'S HOUSE saat ce Sl Houghton, Mifflin 
* Strong, popular elements here, with glamor of period and place (the turn 


of the century in the South, where the aristocratic colonial estate of the Tremonts 

was unique in retaining its beauty and dignity in a fast deteriorating milieu. The 
central figure of the story is Isobel, a classic beauty with a hard practicality which 
is concealed in demure innocence, unbeatable trading assets in her mercenary, material- 
istic career. She comes to the Tremonts as companicn to old Mrs. Tremont (Jennifer) 
and after her death stays on until gossip persuades gallent old John Tremont to marry 
her. Isobel does this, deliberately subduing her attraction for her contemporary, John 
Tremont's grandson, Evan, casual, attractive, tormentingly aware that Isabel is sus— 
ceptible to his charms. John's only daughter, who had opposed Isabel with bitter, well~ 
grounded suspicion, dies next, leaving her husband occupant on John‘s death ~ of the 
house, Riverridge. So Isabel, widowed soon thereafter, marries Ransome Parks, once 
again lovelessly, shrewdly, to maintain her place in "Jennifer's House". This time she 
gets a man who can match her, and there the story ends. No moonlight, roses and honey- 
suckle this, but full decollete in the portrayal of a regal way of life and substantial 
romance, tempered by realism, adeptly interwoven and narrated. (One market that might 
well be tapped for this is that of Strange Woman.) $2.50 


FOUR LATE ARRIVALS ~- practically published 


McCoy, John Pleasant SWING THE BIG-~EARED RABBIT Dutton 


From the West Virginia mountain country, a first novel which is indigenous, 
sensitive, and understanding of the adolescent, his first ambitions, desires and dis- 
tilusion. Artemis Collins, shy, inarticulate, ambitious, is accepted by the nearby 
Mission School. There, even under the nose of stern, self righteous Dr. Peabody, he 
comes up against the faculty and student indiscretions, -— his brother's carryings on 
with Stella, the kitchen girl; Millie Darnell, his teacher, whose romps with another 
teacher make fruity gossip; Millie's seduction of Artamis, which brings about her dis- 
charge and Artemis’ expulsion, thus blocking future chances at education. Nicely hand~ 
led - aware ~ realistic, but not for everyone. $2.50 


Segre, Alfredo MAHOGANY L.B. Fischer 
A first novel by a young Italian, backgrounded in his own experience on the 
Gold Coast of West Africa, and presenting, with little illusion, the life of the white 
man in that jungle territory where bodies and feelings deteriorate, where disease and 
native resentment are high, where the years pass with cargoes of mahogany and attacks 
of malaria, the only incidents. The setting is a plantation; the story involves the 
partners, hating each other, dreaming of the future, and the disastrous trip to town 


which stripped Silva of everything. Limited appeal for able handling of a grim subject. 
: $2.75 
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Champagne, Marian G. THE CAULIFLOWER HEART | Dial 


This, supposedly, does for Smith what Consider the Daisies did for Vassar. 
But we felt that it lacked the buoyancy, the appeal of the Carrick book, though it is 
an honest, popularly styled overall of a campus house, and the class of ‘36, with more 
than a generous foundation in fact. From all sorts and faces and attitudes and back~ 
grounds:~ there was Meggie, with social standing but liberal viewpoint, who while still 
an undergraduate married David, a Jew; there was Helen, who was homely and envious, and 
who was rejected by a young professor and took it out in malicious articles; and — ubi- 
quitously - there was Lillian, smart and assured and selfish, who got her revenge on 
Jane, the social arbitrator, by marrying her brother off to a bland freshman, who adop- 
ted causes as a means to celebrity, and dropped them, whose advancement was bedwise, 
and who, after college, sold out for cash and isolationism, while Helen and Meggie 
combined private, marital happiness with concern over larger issues. Some good writ- 
ing, representative characterization - but the average Smith alumna will find it shock- 
ing (though curiosity may lead to reading it). (2/23) $2.50 


Kaup, Elizabeth Dewing SEED OF THE PURITAN Dial 


A sober novel of political scenes in general with the contrast of personal 
and public careers. Josiah Madden returned to New England from the last war, determin- 
ed to edge himself up the ladder of success. He gets into and out of the liquor racket; 
he is taken under tutelage by the political boss, and makes his start with tips on the 
traction franchises. He loses the mayorality election because of his marriage to Flo, 
once a “good time girl", and this takes him down a peg, so he leaves for a bigger city, 
shifts his party, and begins to funetion obscurely as a Democrat. Expediency is his 
watchword - as is honesty — and until Paris enters his life, he lacks nothing of pa- 
tience and caution. Then comes personal disa: ter — and political success; he becomes 
Boss of the party, but learns, through a gubernatorial election, that he is not big 
enough for the job. He can't grow fast enough to keep abreast of world changes, wars, 
internal problems. And he goes back to working in a shoe factory, while his son joins 
the army. (2/23) $2.75 

DEPARTMENT OF SUDDEN DEATH 


February 23 
Chambers, Dana THE LAST SECRET Dial 


Jim Steele and a rough and tumble chase and hunt for Nazi rings as the dis- 
covery of harnessing atomic power for a weapon of war brings bombing, killings, kidnap- 
ing and beautiful woman into his life. From New York to South America, Steele comes 
out on top, slightly battered, but his country is saved once more. Mellerdrama thril- 
ler. $2.00 

March. 24 


Hull, Eric Traviss MURDER LAYS A GOLDEN EGG . Doubleday, Doran 


Feminine fandango as Sally, Martin's second wife, is present at the murder 
of his first, Leonora, and sees Martin the principal police prospect. Sally, with 
greater loyalty than caution, undertakes independent investigation among Leonora‘s re~ 
lations, her lawyer, her secretary - and gets results, though not without danger. Pass- 
ing..fair. .$2.00 


April 7 
Fenisong, Ruth JENNY KISSED ME Doubleday, Doran 


Gwen Mattice, femme fatale and without scruples, meets a deserved demise 
at the hands of one of a collection of lovers acquired during a short but profitable 
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a 
stay at a resort hotel. The father of one of them, newspaper photographer, uncovers 
the murderer in the interests of his son. Straight story of murder which is adequate 


enough, but lacks style. Not up to the usual Crime Club selection. $2.00 
April 7 
Lee, Edward A FISH FOR MURDER Doubleday, Doran 


Fairly informal sleuthing for new writer and characters — Dan Wheeler, 
answerable to no policeman, and his new assistant, fisherman Red Blake. Two men they 
are supposed to protect are killed, a gambling ship is involved, and the past histories 
of those concerned becomes important as Red is forced to become decoy for the killer. 
So-sSo. $2.00 


April 21 
Olsen, D.B. THE CAT WEARS A NOOSE Doubleday, Doran 


Miss Rachel, her cat Samantha and patient Detective Lieutenant Mayhew to- 
gether again for another ring around two murders, with Miss Rachel, installed in the 
Terrice's house as cook, in order to observe rumors of werewolves, of the mixed-up fam- 
ily relationship, of financial peculiarities, and so on. That she outsmarts and out- 
thinks Mayhew and indicates the double-killer is foregone conclusion in this series. 


¢ 


Generally accepted spinster sleuthing. But not our favorite spinster. $2.00 
April 27 
Knotts, Raymond AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA Farrar & Rinehart 


Fast and fancy tale against a Miami backdrop in a tale of high velocity and 
quick tricks for the snatch of a millionaire's daughter, three apparently unrelated 
killings, which are investigated by Jim Hale, visiting newspaperman, who outwits the 
local police. An ex-gangster, a beautiful bum, a Congresswoman and her alcoholic son, 
and a nightclub canary are all involved. $2.00 


SOR eo 7 TCR 108 


MUST BOOKS 
. March 8 
Gunther, John D DAY Harper 
’ John Gunther is still unspoiled by success. He still writes with a mod- 


esty, almost a naivete, that is very winning. And the result is very enlightening for 
the average layman, for he does not assume too much knowledge, and gives his readers 

a sense of discovery at the same time he is discovering for himself. This book is out 
of the groove for him - not another Jnside book, but a personal experience story by one 
who professes himself an inexperienced war correspondent. So as he encounters each | 
phase of a game that is old stuff to his mates, he writes about it - all the minutiae 
of travel in different types of planes, all the mechanics of priorities, of air fields, 
of living quarters, of eating and drinking as altered by the war. He likes people ~ 
and knows a great many - and this, too, he shares with his readers in brisk pen por- 
traits and longer profiles on the key military men of the Mediterranean area. His aim 
was to be in on the start of the invasion of Europe; he had a break, and was with Eisen- 
hower on Malta and went over to Sicily in one of the early landings. In addition he 
visited various parts of Africa, Turkey, Syria, Cyprus - and gives an interesting, fresh 


appraisal of conditions past and present, soundly reasoned. Good reading - provocative | 


Despite the fact that it is not particularly newsworthy, I liked it immensely. $3.00, 
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Good Bets - But All War Books 


News value for TEN ESCAPE FROM TOJO (Farrar & Rinehart); the first eye witness account 
of Tarawa in a book of that name by Robert Sherrod (Duell, Sloan & Pearce); and a mis- 
cellany of places and people recorded by Noel Busch, MY UNCONSIDERED JUDGMENT (Hough- 

ton, Mifflin). See below for reports. 


PROBLEM ATICAL B00 KS 
Mero ?T Sit. 
Pares, Sir Bernard RUSSIA AND THE PEACE Macmillan 


The author has an intimate knowledge of Russia, going back in personal ex- 
perience to 1898, on which to base his exploration of the Russian enigma. He studies 
her history and the record of the Russian conditioning toward collectivism, which en- 
sued as social collapse. This rather than Marxism brought about Bolshevism. He dis- 
cusses the religious aspects, the multinationality, the attitudes towards Poland, Fin- 
land, Czechoslovakia, the Balkans, Turkey, Persia, India, the Far East and Japan — and 
Germany. He surveys Russia‘s history in relation to her present allies, and forecasts 
a reasonabl attitude in peace settlements stemming from the interrelation as partners 
in war. An historical and personal perspective gives this less emotional appeal than 
the Hindus’ books, but he reveals as warm a sympathy, understanding and liking for the 
country, and marshalls evidence to refute the idea that with Russian victory will come 


world revolution or a third world war. A sound book. And a useful one. $2.50 
March 8 ~ 
Ferril, Thomas Hornsby TRIAL BY TIME Harper 


Like his previous book, Westering, this new volume captures the feel of 
the West, the feel of America itself, and to this Whitman-like love of a beloved coun- 
try, this volume adds two dimensions;— the war and the immensity of time. "Let your 
mind wander over America", the poet says, musingly; and in the freest of free verse 
meditates on his country's past, present and future; Indians, Cornwallis, the Alamo, 
men returned from the war; he ranges from Greenwich Village to Wyoming. This is large, 
loose, rangey stuff and will be liked by the Whitman, Sandburg, Lindsay school though 
he has far less distinction than they. His last book was published by the Yale Univer 
sity Press in 1934, and of him Sandburg said:~ “He is an authentic American literary 
artist, an indubditable poet of atmosphere, soil, and traditions peculiarly Amerioane.. 
He is incurably and provocatively American." $2.00 


Cummings, E. E. IxI Holt 


For all of those who like word games but do not care to take their crossworc 
puzzles straight, and for all of those -— and it is by now a goodly company ~ who sin- 
cerely admire the talents of Mr. E. E. Cummings, this volume is recommended. Bril- 
liant, bawdy, bitter, the poems in the first half lash out fiercely at the cheapness 
and presumption of our age. They are angry - they are indignant ~ they are scathing; 
but they are also very skillful, very fine and in the great tradition of classic sa- 
tire. Caviar to the general, but to the sophisticated a rare concoction. The last 
half of the book consists largely of love poems, lyric, tenderly ecstatic, slightly 
‘metaphysical. His innate immaturity seems here more apparent, his typographical tricks 
less bearable. Nevertheless with his Joycian flow-of-consciousness style, with his 
highly mathematical sense of space — time relationships, combining with a high technica) 
skill and fine sense of unusual metres, his lyricism and philosophy form a product, 
which while not always profound, seldom avoids being brilliant. But, of course, one 
must work to dig out his meanings. For the merely read-as-youyrun audience, Cummings 
has tongue in cheek. For poets and leisurely readers, there is no doubt that this ene- 
fant terrible has enormous gifts. $2.00 
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March 13 
McCoy, Com. Melvyn H.; TEN ESCAPE FROM TOJO Farrar & Rinehart : q 


Mellnik, Lt. Col. S.M. as told to Lt. Welbourn Kelley 


Seater ee 


. One year after the event, this grim story has now been told, through in- 
ternational newspaper release, and pictorially, with the text from which this is ex- 
panded, in Life. (Col. Dyess' story is appearing on Putnam's list — we've had no gal-. 
leys on that.)...Here are the last days of Corregidor and Bataan, the capture of the 
stronghold by the Japs, the "death march" to the various prison camps at Pasay, Old 
Bilibide, O'Donnell, Cabanatuan and finally Davao, from which the authors, who had met 
at Cabanatuan, and eight others managed to escape, with the aid of two Filipino guides, 
who had been jailed for murder. Here are the military, physical and personal indig- 
nities offered by their victors; here is starvation, illness, brutality - and frequent 
deaths; here is the pattern of existence and the treatment to which military prisoners 
were subjected by prison officials, interpreters, Japanese soldiers and staff officers. ; 
From human torture to cold-blooded murder ~- and yet American morale and courage were g 
sustained. Eleven months of prison camp existence, the development of plans for es- 

cape, the dangers, almost a miss at the last, the jungle and their adventures, and ev- 
entual escape to Australia, details of which are still not revealed, - this is their 


Pe ike Tran ee ee ee 





story. It should serve as the answer to those who want a negotiated peace. $1.00 —~ 
March ?? 
Reiser, Oliver L. & PLANETARY DEMOCRACY ' Creative Age 


Davies, Blodwen 


This 1s philosophy, religion and metaphysics applied to present~—day prob- 
lems, that seems to offer more to the student than the layman. It is a correlation 
of the ideas of scientific humanism on future material and spiritual progress in terms 
of global thinking that aims to project theory into practice in terms of total social 
cooperation. Deriving from Oriental philosophies and actualities, this represents man 
as the basis for the spiral action of human progress, whose man-made codes are subject 
to evolution like the maker. Man must participate in world collaboration to bring 
about a peaceful society conditioned by education. Then comes the semantic approach 
to the discussion of democracy, religion, and the four freedoms, first step to plane- 
tary civilization. morck g $2.00 

TARAWA Duell, Sloane & Pearce 





Sherrod, Robert 


The first eye-witness account - in book form - of the terrible landing of 
the Marines at Tarawa under incessant fire from an enemy incredibly well-entrenched, a 
battle that will go down in Marine history as the greatest achievement against odds tha 
that even the Marines have compassed. Sherrod was in the Aleutians and the story had 
been told; he wanted to be in on the next step in the drama of the Pacific war, and 
soon found himself en route to the mid-Pacific. One gets a telling picture of the 
cacefully detailed, long term planning, culminating in those final days of preparation, 
tne “dress rehearsal" en route, the briefing - and then the grim reality. They had 
besn promised heavy bombing support in advance; but not until the smoxe of battle had 
cleared away could they see why even such bombing «s vas possible failed to destrey 
the impregnable Jap defenses. Sherrod came in withthe sixth "wave" - already sensing 
onething was very wrong —- but not until he was actuzlly sheltered against the pier 
ic he realize to the full what was happening. For a day and a half, backed against 
seawall, he filled his notebooks while men were killed, mowed down by enemy fire. 
+e notes form the skeleton for this book; the ress is filled in with an attempt to 


ey to the reader all the shades of battle, - ihe sounds, the smeils, the emo+j>nr71 
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vveetones and repercussions, the personalities of the men and the officers in this 
bloodiest battle Americans have endured in this global war. If the public will read 
this - and read Ten Escape from Tojo — and accept these records as vital towards closin; 
the gap between soldiers and civilians, one purpose will have been served. But it is 
gruesome reading ~ make no mistake. (And gruesome fighting, too.) $2.00 
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March ??? 
Archer, Laird BALKAN JOURNAL Norton 





































* Twenty one years in the Near East, thirteen of them as head of the Near East 
Foundation in Athens, have equipped the author for writing this book which emerges as 

the most revealing record of the approach of war to the Balkans, between 1934 and the 
departure of the Americans in August 1941. Ina sense, this journal can be freer, more . 
personal, than any diplomat's story can be. It is human in its sympathy and apprecia- 
tion rather than in being a picture of person experience. Keenly observant, perceptive, 

and in the confidence of high and low alike, Mr. Archer has given the best closeup of 2 
those years - in Greece ~ in Albania ~- that I have read. He ieeees the sense of drama ac, 
and adventure of a St John or a Gallagher, but his book serves a different purpose; he 

does for Greece, its government, its people, what Davies did for Russia. An important 

book. $3.50 


April 11 
Meredith, William LOVE LETTER FROM AN IMPOSSIBLE LAND Yale 


Despite the somewhat pompous foreword by Archibald Macheish and the not 
negligible sanction of the publisher in including this in the Yale Series of Younger 
Poets, we cannot see this small book of verse of young flight lieutenant William Mere- 
dith achieving a large sale. The volume includes, in its first part, verse written 
while Meredith was an undergraduate at Princeton and while still strongly under academic 
influences. (He is now only 25.) Some of these poems were published in college publi- 
cations, in The New Republic, etc. The second half shows definite advance. It con- 
sists of poems much less derivative in literayy influence, freshly and keenly drawn 
from his flying experiences in Alaska, "the impossible land" of the title. Many are 
simply and strongly felt and convincingly descriptive of the arctic landscape, the poet's 
thoughts of home, his impressions of his fellow fliers. None of the work its ever vul- 
gar, trite or over-facile. In fact at times he seems to wrestle physically with the 
task of communication - and the results are often obscure. One admires the high stand~ 
ard the poet has set himself, and trust that these years will bring more depth, breadth 


and light. $2.00 
' Aprilae 25 


Kohn, Hans THE IDEA OF NATIONALISM: A Study of its Origins and Backgrounds Macmillan 
. 


Presumably this is the first of three definitive, scholarly volumes, and 
this one covers the roots of modern nationalism, from ancient times to the French Rev~ 
Olution. Subsequent studies will take up the periods from 1789 to 1832, and from 1832 
to 1919. Meantime this stands on its own merits as the product of a lifetime of study 
of sources of European nationalism with the emphasis not on the events but on evalua- 
tions of expression varying in different countries. He gives most space, quite natur- 
ally, to Germany, Italy, England; his survey of the developments in Spain and Portugal, 
Switzerland, the Scandinavian and the Low countries, the Balkans and Russia are valua- 
ble because so little has hitherto been done in these fields. He shows how nationalism 
stems from primitive impulses in man, as a state of mind, of group consciousness. He © 
shows foundations laid by Israel and Greece ~ lost through ages after Rome ~- emerging 
sporadically at different times, stemming from different sources, culminating in the 
French Revolution, the turning point. $7.50 


April 18 
Hooper, A. AN ARITHMETIC REFRESHER Holt 


A promising candidate for a field in which each newcomer finds a place. 
People to whom arithmetic is a laborious, half-forgotten process are finding it a nec- 
essary tool. This strikes me as an excellent book for even the non-mathematically 
minded layman, as brief background and story, modern illustrations and examples, and 


reasonable progression through addition, subtraction etc. to percentages make this fun 
to do. $1.50 
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April 18 
De Voto, Bernard THE LITERARY FALLACY Little, Brown : 
r Here is a critic who dares to say of the American writings of the '20's that 


it was the age of literary folly, literary slapstick - "the Age of Ignominy". His proc-— 
ess of reasoning takes issue with established criticism, epitomized by Van Wyck Brooks, 
whose very excellence has made him a leading critic - teacher - advocate - inspiration. 
The danger, says he, is that one literary generation's mistakes become the next gener- 
ation's illusions. And the writers of the '20's made the prime mistake of writing not 
from life itself, but from distortion, half truths, dissociation from common ideals, 
common experiences. Literary thinking was caught in its own trap. “The Literary Fal- 
lacy" assumes that a culture can be measured by its literature which embodies its con- 
tent and values...is its highest expression...is the measure of life whichin turn is 
subordinate to it..." This is not a history of American literature of the ‘20's, though 
many of its writers come under his microscope. It is a challenge to literature of the 


future to reflect American life by first knowing America. | $2.50 
Aprit-t9 eS 4 | 
Finn, Father William J. - THE CONDUCTOR RAISES HIS BATON Harper 





Radio audiences have extended knowledge of the great metropolitan choirs, 
net least of which is the beautiful choir known as the Paulist Choristers, in New York. 
Father Finn has, in this book, written for the trained musician, not the superficial 
student. dere is description of the procedures for creative conducting, and the means 
to obtain, through analysis of musical scores, flexibility of musical expresion and 
flawless performance. The subject matter covers rhythm, tempo, phrasing, balance, har- 
mony, dynamics, pholphony and homophony, through experiments in actual reading of 
scores. As conductor of the Paulist Choristers, he speaks authoritatively but to a 




















specialized few, $3.50 
1S” 
Miller, J. Hillis. & THE ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE WAR AND AFTER Harper 


Brooks, Dorothy V. N. 


For college and university administrators, largely, facts and figures ra- 
ther than theories and concepts relating to higher education. The Ass. Com. of Educa- 
tion of New York state and Denison University's Dean of Women survey statistically the 
impact of war on the colleges, the changes effected to date and others it will bring, 
in such matters as enrollment, faculty, administrative policies, curricula; the matter 
of acceleration, the special training programs for the services, the extension of fa- 
cilities, of financial support, equalizing costs and opportunities for a greater num- 
ber of students. Not a book in competition, for example, with Mark Van Doren's Liberal / 





Education. $2.50 
Warner, W. Lloyds; Havighurst, R.J. & WHO SHALL BE EDUCATED? Harper 
Loeb, Martin B. The Challenge of Unequal Opportunities 


A presentation of the school's place in our status system, and how it must 
be improved for democratic living. Using children from representative communities of 
the midwest, the south, New England, etc. to illustrate caste distinctions, prejudices 
everywhere prevalent, this is an overall picture of how the system operates, at home 
and in the classroom, and on through life, with differentiations between American and 
Pole and Negro, between the moneyed and the well born and the poor. How this is re- 
flected in the curriculum, in the teacher, in the administrator, and how the school 
must function to make democracy work. A program is proposed to obviate the "status 
system", The material in this book is based on a "middletown" type of research, pop-— 
ularly reconstructed. It should reach a market beyond that of teachers and adminis~— 
trators, $2.50 
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q A few weeks ago this excellent cookbook was published by the Woman's Club 
of Westport, and over 2000 copies were sold, the proceeds - over and above expenses of 
production - were donated to Bundles for America. For collectors of cookbooks you may 
want to pass on the information that there are still some of this original edition 
(strong paper covers and spiral binding). But for practical purposes, the trade edi- 
tion will be bound in boards, with stitched sheets, though every effort is being made 
to make the backbone flexible so that the pages will lie flat...Now for the content. 
The recipes have been collected through private channels, favorite recipes from home 
kitchens in and near Westport, tried and proved favorites. They cover a wide range,-— 
Breads, Appetizers, Soups, Sea Foods, Meats, Victory Specials (entrees), One Dish Meals, 
Outdoor Grill, Vegetables, Salads (there's a useful herb chart), Beverages, Desserts. 
The arrangement of ingredients and the directions have been adjusted to accepted stand- 
ards of procedure, but I'd not recommend the book for the complete novice, as methods 
and terms are largely taken forgranted. Many of the recipes demand ingredients now 
scarce, but there zre enough that are tempting for today as well as tomorrow to prove 
inspiring to any specialist in experimenting. The book has an unusual flavor in the 
format, the charming sketches by Connecticut artists, the brief introductory comments 
by such people as Van Loon and Fadiman, and the clever bits of culinary wisdom scat- 
tered through the text. An introductory section gives the book# very practical value 
for wartime cooking. $2.50 
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Woman's Club of Westport THE CONNECTICUT COOKBOOK Harper 


April 20 
Byng, Edward J. THE WORLD OF THE ARAB Little, Brown 


This is an engaging personal and individual interpretation of the peoples 
and the countries of the Arab-speaking Near East: - Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, 
Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Turkey. From a quarter of a century's knowledge of the Arab. the 
author shares his concept of the situation, psychological rather than geographical, 
backgrounded in history and culture. He tells the story before Islam, the Arabian con- 
quests, the Moslem legacy in Spain, the 1912 collapse of the Arabs, the interest in 
them revealed by Germany in the last war, the preeent day problems and the post war 
tasks, with recurrently the emphasis on Eastern influence in future thought. He deliber-. 
ately, it would seem, skirts the problem of the Jew and Arab, giving brief chapter 
space in tribute to the achievements in Palestine. But one can assume that he visual- 
izes a Pan-Arab Federation, guided by but not dominated by power politics. Not-there- 
fore- another view of the controversial subject, but a competent survey of "the world 


of the Arab" by an acknowledged authority. $2.50 
April 27 
Voorhis, Jerry BEYOND VICTORY - Farrar & Rinehart 


A book about "building peace rather than making peace", as the Congress-— 
man enumerates some of the injurious concepts and factors in the present world order 
which will militate against peace after the war. How we must be protected from false 
propaganda, overcome the fear of other nations, and the religion-of~the-state, how we 
must sacrifice the old idea of territorial possessions, obviate unemployment, provide 
relief and rehabilitation, remove unfair trade conditions, eliminate monopolies and 
cartels, stabilize money values, furnish domestic measures for security, and operate 
according to the conception of "one world". Valid outline of what to do — but not how 
to do it. The market for books on post-war problems is still in the making. © $2.50 
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Apriit-?t?77 ‘ 
Busch, Noel MY UNCONSIDERED JUDGMENT Houghton, Mifflin ( 
. Life's Editor, on a stopoff journey to other continents, records with ex- 


pert ease and apt detail a miscellany of people and places, providing human interest 
and interpretative marginalia on characters and loci on the outskirt of the news, if 
not quite in it. First to Argentine, that country of chronic indecision; then by boat 
to South Africa, with its uneasy, unequal partnership of black and white; a profile 
of Johannesburg's “catskin cum laude", a witch doctor, etc.; the interview with Smuts 
as a study in Holism. Then on to Egypt, and Tedder, trim, quiet, earthbound Air Marshal 
who is Africa's most legendary figure. Ibn Saud, King of Arabia; the RAF and their 
special lingo; England and Eden, England's No. 2 man, the polished aristocrat closest 
to Stalin of any Englishman; and finally Eire, the "repressed neutral", with England 
its best customer and oldest enemy, its mixed emotions towards the war. Adept:report- 
ing, not without humor, for material of minor scale importance. Illustrated. ys 
Zt 


Talbot, E.C. &d. MERCHANT SHIPS: 1943 6)13 Macmillan 


Announcing the issue in April of this long-awaited annual which is to mer- 
chantmen what Jane's Fighting Ships is to naval men. Essential reference item, brought 
as nearly up to the minute as the limitations of censorship permit. $19.00 


Practically Published 


Mandel, William THE SOVIET FAR EAST Dial 


Another valuable study prepared under the Institute of Pacific Relations 
(cf. Bruno Lasker's Peoples of Southeast Asia-Knopf-P. 52). This gives the reader gen~ 
eral access to background material on a little known region, Russia's Far East and 
Central’ Asia, the determining social, political and economic characteristics. Geography 
resources, transport, peoples, the planned settlements under the 5 year plan, the edu- 
cational and cultural improvements, the development of industry and agriculture, the ac 
celeration of production in wartime, all under the guidance of the Soviet which has kni 
the Par East closely to the mother country. There is, particularly since the war, less 
available material on Central Asia, those peoples of mixed nationalities and religions 
with a rebelious history, but they too have been sovietized in fact and allegiance ~- 
Once the most retarded of regions, Central Asia now serves, in some respects, as a mod— 
el‘for the eastern hemisphere. An object lesson for the democracies, but not a book for 
the average layman who might be looking for a descriptive travel book. (2/23) $2.50 





Burnett, R. Will TO LIVE IN HEALTH Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Based on the individual responsibility to protect his own health for the 
common good, here is a blueprint for understanding the importance of a healthy body, 
the recognition of symptoms and the necessity of tracing their causes, the practice of 
health maintenance. There are chapters, with tables of questions at their close, on 
the body, types of diseases, diet, emergency care of injuries, mental’ health. There is 
discussion of the background and advances made in treatment of all types of il] health. 
With current interest in public health, this is a good basic study book for groups. 
Good illustrations, tables of graphs, bibliography, and index. (2/24) $2.75 - 





Cianfarra, Camille THE VATICAN AND THE WAR Dutton 





The N.Y. Times correspondent from the Vatican from 1933-1942 gives a de- 
tailed account of the international interplay of the Vatican, Mussolini, and Hitler, 
from pre-war years through the fall of Mussolini. It is, as would be expected, OS 
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sympathetic interpretation of the Vatican position, which had to conform to the mili-. 
tary regime of the country in which it was situated, but which strove persistently 
(often suppressed) in its efforts to preserve world peace. Pius XI declared his oppo- 
sition to Hitler cautiously at first, then with Austrian occupation, more forcibly; 
Pacelli, austere, allof Secretary of State, the greatest single propagandist of the 
Catholic Church, who succeeded him; the war and the efforts made by the Vatican to 

keep Italy out - on to the Pope's five point peace program. Personality notes dnd in- 
cidents involving Ciano, Balbo, Badoglio, etc. Full record of the activities, the lim- 
itations, the regulations which surround the Vatican, but do not stifle its integrity. 

(2/24) $3.00 


Sorokin, Pitirim A. RUSSIA AND THE UNITED STATES Dutton 


* The author spent about thirty years in Russia - was imprisoned by the Sov- 
iet - but nonetheless here presents the most cogent argument in favor of Russia that 
could be done, a book that should put on the beam those too numerous detractors of all 
things (except fighting) Russian. Sorokin is convinced of a basic Russian feeling 
for democrat, religion and brotherhood of man, and presents the case for Russia's con- 
tribution to civilization in the past, and specifically the common front now and in 
the past of Russia and the U.S. Not as comprehensive, on this score, as the Dulles’ 
b6ok (Pp. 12); not as definitely prowSoviet as the Joesten book (P. 15) - and for that 
reason perhaps more valuable for the unconvinced who cannot see that Stalin has moved 
with the tide. Revealing - helpful ~- good reading - a constructive book for better 
understanding. (2/18) $3.00 


Adams, Nicholson B. THE HERITAGE OF SPAIN . Holt 


Chronological account of Spanish history, culture and personality that fol- 
lows the development, rises, and falls from early days to the present regime. This 
does not concern itself with the future, but with characteristics that will make Spain 
survive, that contribute to her diversity, - from land, people, poetry, prose, theatre, 
music, art. Scholarly critical appreciation, concise arrangement and handling of mater- 
ial, good illustrations, bibliography and index - for good background material for in- 
dividual or group study of the country. I know of no other like it. (2/21) $4.00 


Welles, Winifred THE SHAPE OF MEMORY Holt 


These poems are delicate and sensitive; they are also grave, gay and some— 
times witty. For all who love the New England note, the lilac-shaded: house, the red 
barn, apple orchards, crotchety country folk, silver streams, mossy graveyard, the pure 
though limited talent of Winifréd Welles should prove delightful. She died at a rel- 
atively early age recently; she has published in most of the better magazines. With 
keen observation, sometimes with dash of fantasy or inspired ecstasy, she wrote of 
things around her. Her poems are seldom introspective or metaphysical, though’ behind 
‘their delicacy one hears overtones. The verse is' flowing and melodious; concrete, un- 
pretentious. A minor lyric talent, untouched by the madness of today. (2/28) $2.00 


Tillyard, E.M.W. THE ELIZABETHAN WORLD PICTURE Macaillan 


A classicist's contribution, a short study fully referenced from the lit- 
erature of the age, which presents some of the nations about the world and man which 
figured in the Elizabethan philosophy - which form the background for a better under~ 
standing of their time. Their world picture, which was solidly theocentric, and ruled 
by the concept of order; the scheme of sin and salvation which coloréd their philoso— 
phy; the "chain of being" or kinship of animal to human to celestial; the elements, 
the humours, the correspondences, all factors in their "cosmic Order". ~ Fine schoiar- 
ship and interpretation - for study and reference, (2/23) $1.75 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Beacon A Page 
Cole, W. E. - STANDING UP TO LIFE = Price is $1.00 63 
Doubleday, Doran 
Howels, W. W. ~ MANKIND SO PAR ~ from 3/3 to 3/24 17 
Wend, M. - HOW TO LIVE IN THE COUNTRY WITHOUT FARMING ~ from 3/3 to 3/24 17 
Knopf z 
Mack, G. ~ THE LAND DIVIDED ~ definite date 4/17 60 
Messner 
Clements, E. H. - CHERRY HARVEST - postponed to 4/10 9 
Hayes, Dorsha B. ~ CHICAGO - postponed to 4/10 18 
Longstreet, Stephen - NINE LIVES WITH GRANDFATHER ~— definite date 3/10 19 
Marks, E. —= THEY ALL HAD GLAMOUR - definite date 3/20 567 
Shane, Ted — HEROES OF THE PACIFIC ~- postponed to 4/10 39 
Weston, Garnett - POLDRATE STREET - postponed to 4/10 31 
Wynne, Anthony - EMERGENCY EXIT ~ postponed to 4/10 9 
Seribner 
Caldwell, Taylor - THE FINAL HOUR - definite date 3/27 45 
Colby, Fanny ~ THE APPLE MUST BE BITTEN - definite date 3/13 27 
Crichton, Kyle - THE PROUD PEOPLES ~ definite date 3/6 79 
Dixon, C.M. - THE DEVIL AND THE DEEP ~ definite date 2/28 28 
Hecht, Ben ~ A GUIDE FOR THE BEDEVILED ~ definite date 3/13 40 
Lee, Babs ~- MEASURED FOR MURDER - definite date 2/28 ‘ 30 
Mulholland, John - THE ART OF ILLUSION —- definite date 3/6 35 
Pope, Edith - COLCORTON - definite date 3/13 24 
White, Leigh - THE LONG BALKAN NIGHT - definite date 2/28 36 
Simon & Schuster 
Wasilewska, Wanda ~- THE RAINBOW ~ definite date 3/10 z3 
Yale 3 
Merriam, C.E. —- PUBLIC AND PRIVATE GOVERNMENT ~- from $2.00 to $1.75 5e 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO PUBLIC LIBRARY SUBSCRIBERS 


At the request of a number of our library subscribers, The H. W. Wilson Company is 
sending out to a cross section of public libraries a questionssive ia regard to the 
advisability of including VIRGINIA KIRKUS BOOKSHOP SERVICE among the periodicals cov— 
ered in the Review Digest. Mr. Wilson asked me to make note of this inquiry in the 
Bulletin, and to ask any of you who use the Digest and feel that you would like to 
have reviews from the Service included for comparative purposes to write to him to 
that effect, making mention of the fact that you are subscribers to the Service, and 
feel that such use of it would enhance rather than detract from its value. Please 


address your communication to The H.W. Wilson Company, 930 University Avenue, New 


York, N.Y. Attention Mr. H.W. Wilson. 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 2 
BOOKS T0 READ ALOUD 


Fenton, Carroll Lane WEEJACK AND HIS NEIGHBORS John Day 


Children of six and seven who live in the country and are interested in 
creatures of the fields and woods would thoroughly enjoy this read aloud; children of 
nine and ten could read it to themselves. It is probably a wise introduction to na- 
ture study, since Carroll Fenton has deliberately made his nature stories brief, and 
told the things about each of his subjects that children might notice on their own, 
Occasional introduction of children into his stories gives it a human touch. Varied 
selection of subjects, ~ woodchuck, bank swallows, junco, turtles, milkweed butter— 
fly, squirrel, skunk, rabbit, chickadee, garter snake, cricket, etc.-14 in all. The 
Fenton illustrations are dependably clear and informative - as well as decorative. 

(March) $1.75 


Leaf, Munro 3 AND 30 WATCHBIRDS Lippincott 


The Watchbirds have been delighting Ladies’ Home Journal readers for six 
years now, and here is another collection in book form. They might be defined as to- 
day's "good books", for they serve the same purpose in teaching principles of good be- 
havior to small fry, rules of kindness and helpfulness, by making reverse character-— 
istics thoroughly unprepossessing. This time wasters, table sprawlers, shoe scuffers, 
braggers, snitchers, droopyhands, bathroom wreckers, and their ilk are taken over the 


jumps. (2/23) $1.35 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth TRUDY AND THE TREE HOUSE Macmillan 
. Squeamish adults wont like this - but children will. Trudy is the yaung- 


est and most spoiled and most selfish of seven sisters, and she manages to get away 
with her naughtiness and selfishness with very little punishment, direct or indirect. 
Once in a while her better nature betrays itself ~ and on the whole her pranks and 
quirks are normal and not too serious and she seems a very real, and not altogether 
appealing small person. The stories are short enough for reading aloud to six and 
seven year olds. Third and fourth graders will read them to themselves. Contemporary 
setting - near Buffalo ~- and a family story that deals with the kinds of things most 


children do. ( 1) $1.50 
P a FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 

Duncombe, Frances CLARINDA Holt 

bs A beguiling story, with so neatly hidden a set of lessons for the six and 


seven year olds that few of them will think of it as a moral tale. Clarinda was a 
very usual little girl, who liked to dawdle in her tub, and stay awake when she ought 
to go to sleep, and complain about going to spend the day with her aunt, and so on. 
But a duck taught her the way to go down the drain to the duck pond, and she found 
that she wasn't the only creature with definite likes and dislikes. She got a little 
bored looking after baby ducklings. She found the dawdling turtles were a nuisance. 
She didn't like the field sports of the ducks and turtles and woodchucks, because she 
hadn't been to their school. Delightful fantasy - charmingly done. Illustrated. 

95 (3/13) $2.00 
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White, Eliza Orne WHEN ESTHER WAS A LITTLE GIRL Houghton, Mifflin 


Dated as they seem to this reader, Eliza Orne White's books have their fol- ( 
lowing. This new one makes good supplementary reading for the little girl successfully ; 
past the primer stage. Esther was six and lived in a small New England village in 1862, 

She was an only child, often lonely, so when another child moved in nearby a new life 


began. (April) $2.00 
STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Wimberly, Pearl Keiser CHILD OF COLOMBIA | Dutton 


A vivid story of a ten-year old girl of the Colombian jungle. Through her 
friendship with the daughter of an American engineer, Celina has the opportunity of 
going for four years to school in Barranquilla, in preparation for returning to the 
jungle to teach her own people. This story, however, deals with her early jungle life, 
the episodes strike an authentic note, and descriptions of native way of life give 
color and reality to the story. A glossary translates the Spanish words. (2/25) $2.00 


Robinson, W. W. & Irene BIG BOY Macmillan 


This gifted couple have told in text and pictures the story of a big shep- 
herd dog who became a hero of the war, and won his medal. This varies somewhat from 
the pattern of other similar stories in the handling of his training, in the difficul- 
ties encountered in changing a friendly pet into a ferocious and aggressive enemy, and 
in the fact that a California training camp is used instead of the eastern ones hithert 
described. Big Boy seems thoroughly credible; even his exploits in the line of duty 
are not beyond belief. Well written, and beautifully illustrated. (34@6)=5-* $1.50 





Shapiro, Irwin CASEY JONES AND LOCOMOTIVE #638 Messner 


I liked this perhaps the best of these original American folk tales which 
Irwin Shapiro has been adding to the shelves of legends in the building. He has a 
subtle undercurrent of humor which children get readily; he spins a yarn with the best 
of them. The story here told is off the beaten track, for he adds an episode to Casey 
Jones’ fabled career which will appeal enormously to small boys, for he tells how he 
almost lost his chance to drive Locomotive #638 because he would not give up baseball 
at the behest of the railroad superintendent. The story has a happier ending than the 
familiar ballad ending. Illustrated by Donald MeKay. (April) $1.50 





Shapiro, Irwin YANKEE THUNDER: The Legendary Life of Davy Crockett Messner 


Davy Crockett is half legend-half history, so is another hero made to order 
for Shapiro. Legend, folk lore, history and story are blended in a biography of his 
youth, a book of charm and originality, with descriptive passages that have a lyrical 
quality. This should be good story telling material and lead to wider reading of that 
period of our history. From the moment Davy leaps from his cradle to demand” a swig 
of kerosene oil to loosen up his pipes" until he sets out for Texas, he proves his 
claim to be "a hunter and meant for to roam. I can lick my weight in wildcats".He was 
gentle with the woods folks he loves; he knew their ways. He lived to prove his own 
motto:~"I make sure I'm right. Then I go ahead". Illustrated by James Daugherty. 
JeLeGe (4/1) $2.50 


Philbrook, Elizabeth FAR FROM MARLEBOROUGH STREET Viking 


Nancy Wadsworth is only ten but the blood of adventurers runs in her veins 
and she boldly undertakes alone the long stagecoach journey from Boston to Springfield 
















February 15, 1944 Juvenile Books o OF 's 





in 1898. She has been entrusted with a mysterious box which will get her Uncle Jona- 
than out of trouble. She sticks to her mission through all kinds of adventures from 
catching a horse thief to trying to buy a moose. The characters are likeable withuut 
being trite; the plot is plausible, yet complicated anough to hold interest; the dial- 
ogue rings true; and the period atmosphere is skillfully handled. Nice job. Illus- 
trated by Marjorie Torrey. (April) fe) $2.00 







FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 






























Johnson, Martha SANDRA MITCHELL STANDS BY Crowell 


Light and pleasant reading for the not-too-discriminating early teen age 
in a story of a New York glamour girl who showed the stuff that was in her when she 
had to be a housekeeper, cook and surgery assistant in a country doctor's office. Her 
father, a New York surgeon, has collapsed from overwork, and returns to the New England 
village of his childhood. The element of mystery and romance is added when a Nazi spy 
is caught in the village by a handsome F.B.I. agent, and Sandra lends a hand. (April) 25 
$2.00 


Pease, Howard THUNDERBOLT HOUSE Doubleday, Doran 


Pease has chosen an odd situation as the theme for this new story. Person- 
ally, I found it distasteful, and I think many people will agree with me. The Allens, 
from living simply in Stockton, are thrust into unexpected wealth when an uncle dies, 
in San Francisco, and leaves Mrs. Allen a mansion and various scattered bank balances. 
The eldest son, Steve, skids down into drunkenness and profligacy and petty thievery; 

@ the mother and daughter become very "Social" and money conscious; even the father gets 
involved in borrowing and club life and accepting the artificiality. Only the younger 
son resents what is happening, and keeps his balanced point of view. There is a mys- 
tery surrounding a book from which pages have been cut; the boy runs down a complete 
copy and forces the revelation of the skeleton in the family cupboard. Eventually, the 
earthquake and fire wipe out the San Francisco home and riches, and they turn back to 
Stockton and the simple life. Illustrated by Armstrong Sperry. (4/7) $2.00 


Urmston, Mary PLAIN CLOTHES PATRICIA Doubleday, Doran 


A gay story for the teens in which Patricia uses her last vacation before 
college to indulge her talent with a needle. At the instigation of her friends, she 
Starts up a dressmaking shop in the California town where she lives. She runs up 
against problems with demanding customers when she puts “first things first" - in this 
case a wedding dress,-but on the whole makes a reputation in providing the right clothes 
for the right people. An added interest is given when Patricia participates in a local 


mystery involving a spy ring. There's a bit of romance too. Not too serious. (4/7) 
$2.00 


Felsen, Gregor SOME FOLLOW THE SEA Dutton 


A might~be-true story of Chris who joined the merchant marine when he was 
. turned down by the Navy, and of his adventurous crossing, first to Scotland, then to 
Murmansk, then back to England — each time with a torpedoing en route. The distinguish- 
ing thing about this book is that Chris isn't all hero. In fact his first experience 
leaves him terrified and "yellow". And it isn't until he gets his hand on a gun and 
© feels he is “answering back" when the Stukas dive-bomb, that he recovers, But always 
there - in his inmost being ~ is the knowledge that he'll always “follow the sea", come 
what may. A most unglorified picture of life on a merchant ship, written by someone 


who knows whereof he writes. Good characterizations. Photographic illustrations. 
: (2/25) $2.50 
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Wadsworth, L. A. MYSTERY AT WHITE MOCCASINS Farrar & Rinehart 


It seems very difficult to produce a satisfactory mystery for the early 
teens. L.A. Wadsworth wrote two good, ones for slightly older junior readers in The 
Disappearance of Dick Shane and The Masquerade Mystery. I don't think - as a mystery - 
this new one measures up to the. same standard. On the whole it has too many threads 
to tie together neatly: - the problem of adjustment of a boy of High School age to the 
fact of his father marrying again, and of the sudden acquisition of a spoiled small 
brother; the problem of finding new channels for activity, in the father, who is ill 
and has had to abandon his career as an engineer, in the new friend next door, who 
has a real talent for architecture but who changes the focus of his interest constant- 
ly and throughout, the mystery of the house they have rented, which is haunted by a 
"Shost" with incendiary proclivities. Well enough —- but not top drawer. (3/23) $2.00 





Montgomery, Rutherford BIG BROWNIE Holt 


This is first rate true nature material in a story of Kodiak bears, the 
largest bears known, through the adventures of Ruth Keller and her father who lived in 
the valley and tried to keep their district free of hunters and a happy hunting ground 4 
for the bears they loved. One gets a feeling of the bears as almost human,~ yet at no 
time does the author descend to endowing them with unbelievable human qualities. The 
story interest centers around a big she bear and her cubs. J.L.G. (3/13) $2.00 


Boylston, Helen Dore CAROL ON BROADWAY Little, Brown 


These Boylston books have won a substantial following, and this one — like 
its predecessors ~ is lively and entertaining, a harmless success story. Two 18-year 
Old New England girls in search of a stage career are good sports and take in their 
stride a variety of experiences with booking agents, producers and radio directors. 
There is no central plot theme, just a series of episodes, some success, many disap-=:' 
pointments, and a cast of characters of the theater which will appeal to stage struck 
girls. (4/19) $2.00 





Berry, Erick HEARTHSTONE IN THE WILDERNESS Macmillan 


I liked this better than anything Erick Berry has done since Homespun 
(Lothrop - 1937), for it is not only first rate Americana, but it is a good tale, well 
told. The story starts in Glens Falls, at the time when the Grants were opening up a 
few days journey west. And you follow two threads of story, - one, as the father and 
daughter go west to take up the homestead on which he had gambled everything, the 
other, as the son reluctantly stays behind to earn the money for the final payment, by 
working for a tightwad miller. There's adventure and mystery (though this is not of 
paramount importance); and there's also the feeling of home building, putting down 
roots, in the virgin territory. Illustrated by the author. ( ) $2.00 
Keating, Lawrence A. THE HIGHVIEW MYSTERY - ” Messner 


A series of robberies have taken place at Highview Hospital, robberies 
which involved expert knowledge of safecracking. Three High School boys formed them- 
selves into a club called the Tri-Ds and elected to help the detective on the case. 

One clue came to their knowledge - the chief robber could be identified by a gold 
tooth. And to their amazement, they noticed ~ at a picnic - that the head of the hos- 
pital staff had a gold tooth identically placed. Their suspicions had further confir- 
mation when Foxy was virtually forced to drive the doctor and a friend to their hideout. 
The other boys went for help and used a homemade whistle to attract Foxy's dog. And . 
the mystery was solved. (March) | $2.00 


Barnett) Grace & Olive THE MYSTERY OF YOGO CREEK ? Ox ford 


A Montana ranch is the setting for a story of early ranching days and of 
mining claims that still held their secret. Three youngsters from Illinois resent the 
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circumstances that forced them to live on the lonely ranch, but the challenge of nec-~ 
essity snapped them out of their indifference and the mystery that haunted the ranch 
and everything that concerned it put them on the alert: to Stand by and find out what 
it was all about. A good yarn — the period about 1906 ~ recommended more as a west- 
ern than as a mystery. Illustrated by the authors. (2/17) $2.00 


McDonald, Lucile BERING'S POTLATCH ox ford 


There's a tremendous amount of fresh and interesting information in this 
story of a Cossack boy who went with Dr. Steller on the ill-fated Bering expedition 
in which Bering lost his life. But somehow the author has not been wholly successful 
in her selection of pertinent material, and the story bogs down a bit in the factual 
data. However, so little is available on this phase of our country's history that 
the book will ~ for the time being anyhow - meet a real need. Illustrated by Nils Hig+ 
ner. (2/17) : $2.50 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS ~- Non-fiction 


Humphreys, Haroldine ON WINGS OF SONG Holt 


* An excellent handling of fictionized biography of the musician, Felix Men- 
delssohn, which moves as easily as a good novel. The emphasis is on the story of the 
man, rather than on his music, except as the consuming power of his all too brief life. 
A genius in a family of musicians, Mendelssohn started composing at an early age, and 
by 17 was world famous. His concert tours were triumphant marches ~ England, Italy, 
France, Germany - and brought him in touch with such’ notables as Goethe, Queen Victor- 
ia, Jenny Lind, and others. But throughout he remained a simple, warm-hearted man, with 
a happy home life in Leipzig, generous hearted, unspoiled, hard-working. An appendix 
lists his compositions and the available recordings. Teens and up. (3/30) $2.50 


Doyle, Frederic SMOKY RIDGE Longmans, Green 


The primitive and gory struggle for existence that faces animals of the 
forests is recorded in this fine.collection of stories of the mid-Appalachian range. 
There is accurate and interesting and at times almost too realistic information about 
the habits of mink, beaver, black bear, fox, raccoon, bats, skumks, hawks, and even a 
cat that has gone wild. Often there is not enough food for all, and the cry of battle 
is heard along the shrill winter winds that whistles through rocky caverns and along 
frozen slopes. Possibly frightening for a sensitive child. (March) _ $2.25 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 


Erdman, Loula Grace SEPARATE STAR Longmans, Green 


Success story in a field rarely tackled for teen age girls ~- teaching in a 
small tonn school. The emphasis is on story rather than vocation ~ and for that market 
has its place. One could wish that the characterization and the development of the 
situation had been more convincing. Gail Warren has been brought up by an aunt whose 
own position in the educational field was open sesame to Gail, if she had not stubbornly 
insisted in traveling on her own merits. She turns down a city post and goes to a small 
town. This is the story of that job, - of her efforts to reform the town fathers, to 
inaugurate courses in home making, art and music, to secure for the school shop work 
and a sports program. There is plenty of small town incident - a dramatic rescue in 
which Gail plays the part of heroine ~ and a successful outcome of her dreams and ef- 
forts, plus a happy ending to her romance, Pleasant tale which might have been more 
searching. .Illustrated by Janice Holland. (March) $2.25 
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FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 


Graham, Shirley & 
DR. GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER Messner 


Lipscomb, George D. 

° An excellent and essentially readable portrait of a man who might have be- 
come a great musician or painter, but who chose instead to give his life to "making 
something where there had been nothing." The first half of this story of the great 
Negro scientist is beautifully handled: - the appealing story of a frail child with 
his “grower's hands", the struggle for survival, driven by a consuming passion to 
learn, despite poverty, privation, mockery; and his answer to his friends' scepticism 
when his brilliant record at Iowa State gave him a place on the faculty. Two years 
later he went to Tuskegee, choosing to work among his people rather than achieve per- 
sonal success. The last part of the book. loses focus: - do the authors mean to show 
Carver as a genius, as a religious fanatic, or as a philosopher, or merely as an ec— ~ 
centric scholar, clever, a bit egotistic, as ~- alone in his laboratory ~ he extracts 


almost a thousand useful articles from lowly peanuts and potatoes? J.L.G. (April) 
$2.50— 


ADULT BOORS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 


Stuart, Jesse MONGREL METTLE: Autobiography of a Dog Dutton 


With a certain charm, ingenuousness and sly pokes at the human race, this 
relays the experiences of Jerry-B-Boneyard, who because of his plebeian ancestry was 
in for a hard time. He is exposed to pedigreed dogs in the: family - and when his nis- 
tress goes off to college, he sets out for himself. He gives a dogseye view of hurans; 
he finds out that democracy has its failures; he eventually acquires a pedigreed wife 


and a permanent home, and blazes trails for democracy of dogdom. (Full report - P. 47) 
(2/21) $2.50 


Baner, Skulda B. LATCHSTRING OUT Houghton, Mifflin 


Comparable to Mama's Bank Account in its interpretation of a racial com- 
munity, in its heartfelt kindliness, friendliness and sympathetic response to situa— 
tions and problems encountered. Stumpastina, whose story it is, has been taught by 
her father the legends, history, geography of their Swedish homeland. These are the 
incidents and personalities of the mining town near Duluth to which they have been 


transported. It is a winning tale - nice humor - sentiment. (Full report + P. 47) 
(2/29) $2/50 


Heath, Elizabeth Alden THE SILVER CRESCENT | Putnam 


Ingenuous, wholesome light romance in which Hilda, penniless and an or- 
phan, leaves for the home in New England which is her sole possession, with her faith- 
ful retainer and dependent aunt. They find - and adopt as handyman ~- a resident va- 
grant. Hilda sets up an antique shop, is supported - sub rosa- by the mysterious "Dick 


Whittington"~ and eventually helps to straighten him out. (Pull report + Ps 47) (2/25) 
$2.50 


Non-fiction 
Stern, Michael INTO THE JAWS OF DEATH McBride 


Another excellent collection of first hand experiences, service exploits 
which offer high adventure in combat zones, the fears, hatreds, hope, luck, gambles 
and courage in line of duty. True adventure value. (Full report - P. 56) (March) $2.7 


Gatti, Ellen EXPLORING WE WOULD GO Seribner 


Com. Gatti's wife writes of her initiation into exploring, with an evalua- 
tion of the plus and minus of that sort of life. She went with him when he was cof= 
missioned to get okapi in Africa - eventually they were married. There's fun in her . 
response to new experiences, new responsibilizies - humiorcusly told. (Full report - 

P. 40) (March) $3.00 











